
King dead wrong
In a recent farming paper,
I(aikoura National MP Colin King
eiticised Fish and Game's
billboards hiehlighting the impact
of irigation and showing a dead
trout.

Naively, I woutd expect a modi-
cum of logic and common sense
from an MP but have [een disap
poinbd.

In the same farming paper Marl-
borough Federated Farmerrs ad-
mirably expressed concerns about
corporat+style farming invading
the Kiwi family farm scenario.
Corporate-style farming is also
impacting on low rainfall tra-
ditional sheep fr::rning areas such
as the IvlacKenzie Basin and Can-
terbury Plaihs, requiring vast
quantities of water to grow alien
pasture - water taken from the
public's rivers.

These corp,orate operations
have one sole motive - maximis-
ing profits, which they achieve by I

continually intensffiing fann pro
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duction, which in turn requires
mind-boggling quantities of fresh
water for inigation.

They care not a jot for the pub-
lic's rivers, environment or New
Zealand's "clean, green" image,
which underpins our safe food
exports. It should be noted this
corporate behaviour is endorsed
by I\{r King's govenrment.

It's important to distinguish be-
tween corporate farming
operations and the traditional
Kiwi family farm, the latter in 9t)
per cent ofcases showing environ-
mental empathy, a sense of stew-
ardship of the land and in most
cases willingaess to give access to
the outdoor users.

Mr King disparaginely termed
trout "introduced" fish. BY the
same silly reasoning, corllorate
farm clairy cows are an infoduced
species, so are humans and po-
tatoes and roses, all of which Mr
King undoubtedly appreciates.

We can have Sensible
sustainable fiarming, clean rivers,
tout and a clean and green en-
vironment but not with Mr King's
myoBic attitude.
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