
Flier%2022Jan11%20All[1] 

Hugh Barr 1 31/01/2011 

The Gathering Storm on the Foreshore and Seabed 
Why it must remain in Crown Ownership 

By Dr Hugh Barr 
 

This just-released book of 110 pages discusses the background to the National 
Government’s astounding U-turn in introducing a Bill to Parliament to remove Crown (i.e. public) 
ownership from New Zealand’s foreshore and seabed. This is solely to allow Maori tribal groups to 
own areas of the foreshore and seabed, including the currently Crown owned resources they 
contain. This major political issue is a result of National’s pact with the Maori Party to share power. 

 This, the largest proposed race-based privatisation in New Zealand’s history,  will open a 
Pandora’s box of claims, arguments and loss of public rights and resources. Additional steps to 
make the obtaining of customary title even easier are likely to follow. 

Privatisation to customary title means that tribal groups will be given very strong private 
property rights and so will be able to exploit the minerals, aquaculture, and control of recreational 
and commercial facilities  (launching ramps, wharves, marinas, mooring buoys etc) in their areas, 
and charge fees to make money. 

They will also be able to negotiate their own exclusive areas – wahi tapu – where public 
access will be forbidden with summary fines of up to $5,000 being imposed on “trespassers”, even 
though these areas have been open to the public since 1840. 

In spite of National’s statements to the contrary, free public access to the foreshore and 
seabed, or even public access itself, for surfers, boaties, yachties, fishermen and other members 
of the public  is not guaranteed.  

The book also discusses the background of the person who has instituted these changes, 
the Attorney General, Christopher Finlayson, without whose influence it is unlikely that these 
astounding changes would be happening. 

The book is a lively and stimulating read that cuts through the National and  Maori Parties’ 
self-interest and secrecy. This is a very important issue that will adversely affect all New 
Zealanders for many years to come. 

                        
 

To Purchase: a) by Internet - email trosspublishing@hotmail.co.nz with your address and 
make an internet banking transfer to Tross Publishing Account 03 0584 0210107 000 or 
 

b) by Post -  send $20/copy and your postal address to Tross Publishing, PO Box 22 143 
Khandallah, Wellington 6441 
 

 (c) Bookstores:  Auckland Region: Paper Plus: Glenfield, Highland Park, Meadowbank, Orewa, 
Pakuranga, Remuera; Sunnybrook, Takapuna, Westgate; Pakuranga Big Fish Bait & Tackle Co; Takapuna 
Boat Bits;  Dymocks - Ponsonby, Newmarket, Mt Eden; Parsons; Albany  - Roger’s Boat Shop; Henderson 
Norcross Fishing World; Westhaven Sailors’ Corner; Unity Books; Take Note Pukekohe 
 
Bay of Plenty – Paper Plus Whitianga, Papamoa; Tauranga – Books a Plenty; Rotorua, McLeaods;  
Hawke’s Bay: Taradale Paper Plus; Waipukurau Paper Plus;  
Northland: Whangarei – Marina North, McKoy & Thomas Sports; Russell – Russell Bookshop; Kaikohe 
Paper Plus; Kerikeri Paper Plus; Waipu Museum; Mangawhai Fishing & Tackle;  
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Taranaki-Wanganui-Manawatu: Paper Plus – New Plymouth; Paper Plus Stratford; 
Inglewood Book Centre, Inglewood; Bruce McKenzie (Palm   Nth); Scotty’s (Turakina); Paper Plus – 
Wanganui, Fielding, Levin;  
 
Waikato Region: Paper Plus – Horsham Downs, Hamilton; Otorohanga, Taumarunui, Te Awamutu; Te 
Rapa; Thames; Wrights (Cambridge;);  Paeroa – Take Note;  
 
Wellington Region: Paper Plus: Lambton Quay, North City (Porirua), Coastlands, Upper Hutt, Masterton; 
Unity Books, Capital Books, Parsons, Marsden Books (Karori), Rona Gallery (Eastbourne), Dymocks - 
Queensgate Lower Hutt,  
 

South Island:  
Nelson-Marlborough: -  Blenheim Book World; Picton Take Note; Nelson – Page & Blackmore 
West Coast: Paper Plus – Greymouth, Hokitika;  
Canterbury: Christchurch – Scorpios; Smith’s Bookshop; Paper Plus – Merivale, New Brighton, Rangiora; 
Lyttelton – Leslies’ Bookshop; Timaru - Take Note; 
 
Otago: Dunedin - University Bookshop; Paper Plus; Dunedin Take Note – Book City, Centre City Mall. 
Oamaru – Adams Bookshop 

 


